
White Supremacy & Racism is good for the Media Industry in Tompkins County, But it MUST 
STOP! 
 
The formation of cultural and systemic white supremacy and racism could not have happened 
without help from the media industry. Since colonialism, black, indigenous, people of color (BIPOC) 
have been targeted by fake news and media manipulation to the extent that it has been hardwired 
into this nation’s consciousness. 
 
Today, we continue to face tremendous  injustice and oppression, because we are still unable to tell 
our own stories or control the construction and distribution of our narratives.  You may connect the 
dots with the racist and hateful political agenda of Fox News, but Ithaca media is not exempt.The 
anti-black headlines, the one sided or biased storylines, the mug shots, and the problematic “neutral” 
stance ethics all contribute to the oppression and criminalization of BIPOC while lifting up 
white-dominant narratives and supremacy.  
 
Most recently, but not the only local story of its kind, the local media bombarded our communities 
with a story about three people who according to the media were involved in a “brawl in the 
commons” on April 6th leading to IPD officers being “attacked.” The three people were charged with 
Disorderly Conduct, two counts of Attempted Assault in the Second Degree and one count of 
Resisting Arrest. Cadji Ferguson is one of the three people that was attacked by police, tased, and 
charged for protecting a young woman who experienced sexual assault by a white man in the 
commons on the night of April 6th. Why didn’t we hear his story? Why didn't we hear that police did 
not arrest or tase the white man who sexually assaulted a woman and physically assaulted Cadji? 
Why didn't we hear that police pulled the 2 tasers out of Cadji's back without any medical support? 
Why didn't we hear that police were talking to each other claiming that “this is not going to look good 
for us!” 
 
Once again, the media decided to jump on this story without learning and understanding the full 
context of the situation.  They decided not to wait and get the stories of the real victims because of 
the media’s horrific culture to be the “first to report.” The impact of moving with this urgency was that 
they portrayed the victims as the IPD and the perpetrators being 2 black people and one white ally. 
Once again, silencing voices in our communities that need to be heard.  
 
What do all these media publications of the incident have in common? 

● Ithaca Police Charge Woman With Assault, Saying She Punched 2 Officers on Commons in 
‘Chaotic’ Scene By Nicholas Bogel-Burroughs, The Cornell Daily Sun 

● Three charged in 'chaotic' Ithaca Commons scuffle with police officers. By Devon Magliozzi & 
By Kelsey O'Connor, The Ithaca Voice 

● Police: Woman facing felony charges after attacking officer during Ithaca Commons incident. 
FingerLakes1.com 

● Brawl on the Ithaca Commons leads to arrests, injuries to police. By Mark H. Anbinder in 
14850 Today 

● Woman allegedly attacked two Ithaca police officers; two others also arrested. By Matt 
Steecker, Ithaca Journal 

● Ithaca Woman Accused of Assaulting Two Police Officers. Geneva, NY/ Finger Lakes Daily 
News, Lucas Day 

https://cornellsun.com/2019/04/09/ithaca-police-charge-woman-with-assault-saying-she-punched-2-officers-on-ithaca-commons/
https://cornellsun.com/2019/04/09/ithaca-police-charge-woman-with-assault-saying-she-punched-2-officers-on-ithaca-commons/
https://ithacavoice.com/2019/04/three-charged-in-chaotic-ithaca-commons-scuffle-with-police-officers/
https://fingerlakes1.com/2019/04/08/police-woman-facing-felony-charges-after-attacking-officer-during-ithaca-commons-incident/
https://fingerlakes1.com/2019/04/08/police-woman-facing-felony-charges-after-attacking-officer-during-ithaca-commons-incident/
https://www.14850.com/04099958-ithaca-police-brawl/
https://www.14850.com/category/today/
https://www.ithacajournal.com/story/news/public-safety/2019/04/08/man-arrested-after-allegedly-attacking-two-ithaca-police-officers/3400437002/
https://www.fingerlakesdailynews.com/2019/04/08/237774/


● IPD Attacked by unruly commons crowd: Two officers injured. Lite Rock 97.3FM 
● Three Arrested On Ithaca Commons After Late-Night Fight Leads To The Assault Of Officers 

 
Here are a few points that are evident from reading these few media publications and the negative 
impact they have: 
 

1. None of these media publications waited and asked the three individuals their side of the 
story. 

2. None of these media publications waited to ask other bystanders what they witnessed and 
what led to the “brawl.”  

3. Many of the media publications simply repeated what was referenced in other press releases, 
repeating the one-sided problematic biased narrative. 

4. All of these media publications had multiple paragraphs that started with “Police said,” 
indicating where they were getting their information from.  

While you may think you have a choice of where you get your news and information, it’s all an 
illusion. Policies that control media come from powerful White-owned or -controlled companies with 
ideological, political and business agenda that supports White racial hierarchy. This is happening 
here in Ithaca and it must stop.  

The Multicultural Resource Center and Black Lives Matter Ithaca has joined forces to address the 
problematic role of the media and demands the following immediate actions to be implemented: 

● Immediately take down publication, which tarnishes the names of 3 innocent people who 
were standing up against sexual violence. 

● Acknowledge and apologize for anti-black and criminalization publication of 3 innocent 
people who were standing up against sexual violence. 

● Stop oppressive media coverage of BIPOC by shifting policies and procedures for 
adequately investigating and reporting incidents involving BIPOC. 

 

https://literock973.com/news/025520-ipd-attacked-by-unruly-commons-crowd-two-officers-injured/
https://www.wxhc.com/?p=51712

