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For Immediate Release: 
 

Black Lives Matter Ithaca Rejects 
Weak Police Brutality Response, Plans Rally 

 
ITHACA, NY — May 6, 2019 — Rejecting Ithaca Mayor Svante Myrick’s response to charges of 
police brutality stemming from last month’s violent arrest of two African Americans here, Black 
Lives Matter Ithaca (BLMI) and its allies are moving to pressure this liberal, Upstate New York 
town to address systemic racism in policing and other areas. 
 
Earlier this month, Myrick released body camera footage of an April 6 incident on the Commons 
in downtown Ithaca in which police are seen tasering and body-slamming a young black man—
Cadji Ferguson, 26—and a young black woman. Both local residents had been drawn into an 
altercation with an unknown, drunken white man from out of town who had inappropriately 
touched the African American woman moments before the clash occurred. 
 
Once the 1:20 am fight began, BLMI argues, police attacked the African Americans, charging 
onto the scene and immediately tasering and tackling them while the instigator—the white 
man—went untouched and unquestioned, avoiding arrest while continuing to mock Ferguson. 
 
Responding to the charge that the incident reflected routine police racism and abuse, Myrick 
acknowledged that the officers’ actions raised concerns and announced that an internal 
investigation had been launched in the interest of increasing “transparency” and public trust. At 
the same time, Myrick stated that local cops do “a great job under tough circumstances” and 
“receive extensive training…in racial sensitivity and implicit bias.” 
 
However, videos of the incident, recently posted to a municipal site — 
https://ithacany.viebit.com/?fbclid=IwAR0xTVLMK_IwYomVLOzA0igg2G2sz8o6T8_nIb11di6LXb-
lttGyUfZJqrw — appear to display evidence of racially biased policing. 
 
The footage shows officers running onto the scene of the April 6 scuffle and, without 
questioning the parties involved or attempting to deescalate the situation, immediately 
tasering Ferguson, knocking him to the ground. Multiple officers are then seen manhandling 
and pinning down the African American woman who was accompanying Ferguson. 
 
Police never question—or lay hands on—the instigator of the incident, the white man. Even as 
Ferguson repeatedly alleges that the white man touched the black woman inappropriately (and 
possibly sexually), the officers refuse to act on or acknowledge these claims. 
 
What is most striking about the footage is the sharp disparity in how police treat those involved 
in the conflict. 
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A drunk, belligerent, middle-aged man from out of town who is alleged to have publicly groped 
a young woman is consistently treated with courtesy, respect, and deference. He is asked if he 
would like to press charges. Eventually he is encouraged to go home and get some rest.  
 
Meanwhile two young people who had already experienced unprovoked aggression at the 
hands of an older man are forced to endure additional humiliation and abuse—and potentially 
deadly use of force—from public servants supposedly tasked with keeping them safe.  
 
Can we imagine this situation in reverse? What if an older black man—a complete stranger—
had inappropriately touched a young white woman in public, triggering a fight with a white 
man? Would the cops have sprinted in, tasering the white man and roughly restraining the 
white woman as she screamed in pain and outrage? Would the black man have been allowed to 
continue to insult the white man while the white man was detained? Would cops have offered 
to escort the black man to his hotel while they took into custody the white man and woman?  
 
In truth, both race and class play into this case. In one of the released videos, the white man 
mentions that he is in town because his son had joined or hopes to join the Cornell University 
wrestling team. The divergent police responses to the April 6 incident thus reflect the multiple 
layers of social hierarchy and privilege that define this supposedly progressive town.  
 
In Ithaca, as in many similar places, middle-class and elite white people—including intoxicated 
and disorderly students—regularly act with impunity while working-class and people of color 
are profiled, surveilled, bullied, and criminalized. In the April 6 incident, as in many other cases, 
those with fewest material resources are forced to bear the consequences of a rotten system—
criminal charges; physical and emotional trauma; disrupted employment; public humiliation; 
and legal, medical, and other costs. 
 
Meanwhile the drunken bully and creep who initiated the whole mess—a man whose identity 
and privacy remain protected—is left to stumble back to his hotel, sleep it off, and then depart 
Ithaca, permanently cocooned in whiteness and its engrained presumptions of innocence. 
 
Here is the truth: cops targeted the African Americans in the April 6 incident because white 
supremacy conditions us all to equate darker skin with criminality! Throughout American 
history, police have enforced the white supremacist, capitalist order. They have always seen 
African Americans as threats to be neutralized rather than as citizens to be protected.  
 
No amount of “sensitivity” training will change that. Only grassroots pressure from the people 
will make cops think twice before brutalizing another person of color! Therefore, BLMI and 
partners will hold a Rally Against Racism and Police Brutality, Monday, April 13, 2019, 4:30-
6pm, at the Bernie Milton Pavilion, on the Commons, in Ithaca, New York. 
 
Contact: BlackLivesMatterInIthaca@gmail.com 
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